Intestinal transplantation for chronic intestinal pseudo-obstruction in adult patients.
Intestinal transplantation (ITx) has become a life-saving procedure for patients with irreversible intestinal failure who can no longer be maintained on parenteral nutrition (PN). This report presents the results of our experience on ITx in patients suffering from chronic intestinal pseudo-obstruction (CIPO). Between December 30, 2000 and May 30, 2003 six adult patients affected by CIPO underwent primary ITx at our Center. Pre-transplant evaluation, indication for ITx and surgical technique are reported. On December 30 2003, the mean follow-up was 25.0 months. No peri-operative deaths occurred in the study population and five out of six patients are alive, with 1-year patient and graft survival of 83.3% and 66.6%. Although our series is limited by the number of patients, our experience suggests that ITx transplantation should be considered in adult patients suffering from CIPO and PN life-threatening complication.